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AN ORNITHOLOGICAL SURVEY OF EXISTING VEGETATION SIT ES  

MARALINGA TO EMU, THE LAKE MERAMANGYE AREA AND TALL ARINGA CONSERVATION  
PARK 

Objective.  
The objective of this field study was to record the bird species observed on existing Department for the 
Environment and Natural Resources Vegetation Sites near the Maralinga to Emu Road, around Lake Meramangye 
and in the Tallaringa Conservation Park. 
 
Methodology and Protocol. 

The vegetation sites had been established over a number of years by various survey groups. Some sites 
were first made nearly thirty years ago. Each site has an area of 10,000 square metres, has a unique identification 
label and has a photopoint marker in the field.  
Using GPS coordinates bird observers located the plots and recorded all birds within the one hectare site. Birds 
observed in adjacent areas that had the same vegetation type as that within the designated site were included. Also 
those seen flying over the site were included. Birds positively identified by their call were recorded. 
Two one hour surveys were conducted at each site. One survey was made as early as was practical in the morning 
and another in the late afternoon but not on the same day. 
Observations. 

Twelve sites were surveyed by two teams of observers over a period of nine days. The teams worked with 
experienced bird watchers as leaders: Elizabeth Lloyd and Neville Hudson. 
Generally the number of species recorded was low reflecting the dry conditions within recent years. 
At two sites (OBH00501 and TAL01302) only two birds were recorded. These sites had a lack of trees and bushy 
shrubs. The plants were mainly Chenopod and Maireana with an understorey of dead ephemeral vegetation. 
OBH00501 was a very open shrubland with an occasional acacia and a nearby stand of black oak, (Casuarina 
pauper).  TAL01302 was part quite a barren site of calcareous rock and stunted growth. 
Near Tallaringa Well there appeared to have been more rain in recent months. The vegetation had some flowering 
shrubs including eremophila and acacias. There was a sparse cover of growing annuals. At TAL03101 and 
TAL03701 there was an increased diversity of birds with 14 and 12 species respectively recorded. These were the 
only sites where the Yellow-throated Miner (Manorina flavigula) and the  Chestnut Quail-thrush (Cinclosoma 
castanotus) were recorded. 
A total of 28 species were recorded. A recording of a Pied Butcherbird (Cracticus nigrogularis) at site OHB00601 
is included but it was an “only heard” record and could be questioned. The observer was confident of the Pied 
Butcherbird call but a subsequent sighting of a Grey Butcherbird at the same site leaves room for doubt. 
The “only heard” record of a Rufous Whistler at site TAL03101 was confirmed by a sighting just outside the 
survey time. 
The most frequently recorded bird was the Chiming Wedgebill (Psophodes occidentalis) seen on 5 sites and heard 
at two others. Other frequently recorded birds were the Mulga Parrot (Psephotos varius), Singing Honeyeater 
( Lichenostomus virescens) and the Blackfaced Woodswallow (Artramus superciliosus). All of these were found on 
50% of the sites. 
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Table showing sites where the three most frequently seen birds were found and the number of these birds 
observed at the sites. 

 
Blackfaced Woodswallow (Artramus superciliosus) was the most numerous species recorded. Small flocks of 
between 3 to 8 birds were seen on five sites. However there were no sightings in the Tallaringa Conservation Park 
where the vegetation is a low open woodland rather than the low shrub and chenopod areas visited earlier in the 
survey period. 
On some occasions corvid species were seen but have not been included in the report because of confusion with 
species identification. 
 
Conclusion and Recommendations. 
Visiting the sites twice on separate days became onerous requiring a lot of travelling and logistical organisation. It 
is recommended that the result from this amount of effort and expense does not justify this approach. With such a 
relatively small number of sites covered in such a large area there is not a significant amount of data collected and 
this approach is not appropriate for future field trips.  
 
However, the information will be a record of the bird life in this part of the Great Victoria Desert during a period of 
relative aridity. It will contribute to the distribution data of the species recorded. 
 
The involvement of 12 volunteers in the survey has contributed to the increased ornithological knowledge of these 
people. This learning can now be applied in future surveys and increases their appreciation of South Australia’s 
avifauna. 
 
It is recommended that future Friends of the Great Victoria Desert field trips have an emphasis on collecting 
opportunistic records or carrying out surveys that target specific species. There would also be value in adopting the 
Birds Australia approach to recording birds at particular sites. These records would be valued by Birds Australia 
and contribute to the better understanding of birds in the whole of Australia. 
 
The Friends of Great Victoria Desert Parks appreciates the assistance of these volunteers who took part in the 
surveys; Neil and Shelagh Matthews, Gordon and Rosemary Smith, Harold and Glenda Ross, Peter Facy, Peter & 
Sandra James, Elizabeth Lloyd (Leader) and  Peter Lloyd, Neville Hudson (leader)  and June Hudson. 
 
Neville Hudson  
Friends of the Great Victoria Desert Parks. 
Bird Survey Convener 2010.   
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Friends of Great Victoria Desert Bird Survey August  2010 SITE   OBH00101     

SITE: OBH 001001   
Team Leader: Elizabeth 

Lloyd         
LOCATION: Zone 53J E 208378  N 6791252 Latitude 28 58 414 Longitude 132 00 445     
DATE:  25.07.2010 Obs Time: 1630 to 1730            
Weather:  Fine. Light Wind. Afternoon Observations           
Common Name  Scientific Name: Time Number Observed Method of 

Observation 
Strata Height Macro 

Habitat 
Micro 
Habitat 

Chestnut Rumped Thornbill Acanthiza uropygialis 1645 2   35 (0.5 -5.0 m) 45 (Live 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches) 

Black Faced Woodswallow Artamus cinereus 1650 4 6 (sighted) 36  (>5m)   19 
(Overhead) 

Southern White Face Aphelocephala leucopsis 1655 4 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5 -5.0 m) 44 (Dead 
Tree) 

15 (lower 
branches) 

Chiming Wedgebill Psophodes occidentals 1705 1 6 (sighted) 34 (<0.5m) 45 (Live 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches) 

Black Faced Woodswallow Artamus cinereus 1710 1 6 (sighted) 36 (>5m) 45 (Live 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches) 

SITE: OBH 001001   
Team Leader: Neville 

Hudson         
LOCATION: Zone 53J E 208378  N 6791252 Latitude 28 58 414 Longitude 132 00 445     
DATE:  26.07.2010   Observation Time: 0925 to 1020         

Weather: Fine, Cold, calm Morning Observations.           
Common Name  Scientific Name: Time Number Observed Method of Obs Strata Height Macro  Micro  

White Backed Swallow Cheramoeca leucosterus 930 3 6 (sighted) 36  (>5m)   19 
(Overhead) 

Mulga Parrot Psephotus varius 937 9 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5 -5.0 m) 44 (Dead 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches) 

Willie Wagtail Rhipidura leucophrys 938 1 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5 -5.0 m) 45 
(LiveTree) 

15 (lower 
branches) 

Mulga Parrot Psephotus varius 944 4 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5 -5.0 m) 44 (Dead 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches) 

Black Faced Woodswallow Artamus cinereus 945 8 6 (sighted) 36  (>5m) 44 (Dead  
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches) 

Spiny Cheeked Honeyeater Acanthagenys rufogularis 949 1 6 (sighted) 36 (>5m) 45 (Live 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches) 

Chestnut Rumped Thornbill Acanthiza uropygialis 958 3 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5 -5.0 m) 55 
(Liveshrub) 

15 (lower 
branches) 

Bourkes Parrot Neopsephotus bourkii 1006 2 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5 -5.0 m) 45 (Live 
tree) 

20 (on 
trunk) 

Richards Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae 1019 1 6 (sighted) 34 (<0.5m)  17 
(ground) 53 (on) 

Red Capped Robin Petroica goodenovii 1019 1 6 (sighted) 36 (>5m) 45 (Live 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches) 



 

Friends of Great Victoria Desert Bird Survey August 2010 SITE: OBH00201   

SITE: OBH 002001   
Team Leader: 
 Neville Hudson         

LOCATION: Zone 
53J E 208843  N 6790006 Latitude  28 59 094 Longitude 132 00 712     

DATE:  25.07.2010   
Observation Time: 
1614 to 1515         

Weather:  
Clear Sky. Light North 
Wind.   Afternoon Observations         

                

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time Number Observed 
Method of 
Observation 

Strata 
Height 

Macro 
Habitat  

Micro 
Habitat 

Red Capped Robin Petroica goodenovii 1630 1 6 (sighted) 
35 (0.5 -5.0 m) 

45 (Live 
tree) 

15 (lower 
branches) 

                
                

SITE: OBH 002001   
Team Leader: 
 Elizabeth Lloyd         

LOCATION: Zone 
53J E 208843  N 6790006 Latitude  28 59 094 Longitude 132 00 712     

DATE:  26.07.2010   
Observation Time:  
0955 to 1030         

Weather  Fine, light wind.10C   Morning Observation s         

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time Number Observed 
Method of 
Observation 

Strata 
Height 

Macro 
Habitat  

Micro 
Habitat 

Crested Bell Bird Oreoica gutturalis 955 1 6 (sighted) 36 (>5m) 44 (dead 
tree) 53 (on) 
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Friends of Great Victoria Desert Bird Survey August 2010 SITE OHB00501 

SITE: OBH 005001   
Team Leader: Neville 
Hudson         

LOCATION: Zone 53J E 209497  N 6783112 Latitude  29 02 831 Longitude 132 01 007   

DATE:  25.07.2010   
Observation Time: 0810 to 
0910         

Weather:  
Clear Sky. Calm Cold 
3C.   Morning Observations         

                

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time Number Observed 
Method of 
Observation 

Strata 
Height 

Macro 
Habitat  

Micro 
Habitat 

Galah Eolophus roseicapilla 820 1 7 (heard)       

Chiming Wedgebill Psophodes occidentalis 830 1 7 (heard)       
                
                
                
                
                
                
                

SITE: OBH 005001   
Team Leader: 
 Elizabeth Lloyd         

LOCATION: Zone 53J E 209497  N 6783112 Latitude  29 02 831 Longitude 132 01 007   

DATE:  26.07.2010   
Observation Time:  
1620 to 1720         

Weather  Fine, light wind.   Afternoon Observations          
                

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time Number Observed 
Method of 
Observation 

Strata 
Height 

Macro 
Habitat  

Micro 
Habitat 

No birds sighted               
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Friends of Great Victoria Desert Bird Survey August  2010 SITEOBH00601   
SITE: OBH 006001   Team Leader: Elizabeth Lloyd  
LOCATION: Zone 
52J 

E 209629  
 N 6776289 Latitude 29 06 520 Longitude 132 59 177    

DATE:  25.07.2010   Observation Time: 0840 to 0940   
Weather:  Fine Very cold 3C Morning Observation  

  
  

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time Number Observed 
Method of 
Observation Strata Height Macro Habitat 

Micro 
Habitat 

White Browed Babbler  
Pomatostomus 
superciliosus 855 1 7 (Heard) 

      

Pied Butcherbird Cracticus nigrogularis 900 1 7 (Heard)       

Chestnut Rumped 
Thornbill 

Acanthiza uropygialis 910 5 6 (sighted) 
34 (<0.5m) 45 (Live tree) 53 (on) 

Chestnut Rumped 
Thornbill 

Acanthiza uropygialis 930 1 6 (sighted) 

34 (<0.5m) 45 (Live tree) 53 (on) 

White Browed Babbler  
Pomatostomus 
superciliosus 950 10 6 (sighted) 

34 (<0.5m) 45 (Live tree) 53 (on) 

Brown Falcon 
Falco berigora 955 1 6 (sighted) 

35 (0.5 -5.0 m) 44 (Dead tree) 
14 (upper 
branches) 

Black Faced 
Woodswallow 

Artamus cinereus 1005 3 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5 -5.0 m) 44 (Dead tree) 14 (upper 
branches) 

SITE: OBH 006001   
Team Leader: Neville 

Hudson         
LOCATION: Zone 
52J 

E 209629  N 
6776289 Latitude 29 06 520 Longitude 132 59 177     

DATE:  26.07.2010   
Observation Time:1655 

to 1700         

Weather  Fine, light wind.10C 
Afternoon 
Observations           

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time Number Observed 
Method of 
Observation Strata Height 

Macro 
Habitat 

Micro 
Habitat 

Grey Butcherbird Cracticus torquatus 1625 1 6 (sighted) 
35 ( 0.5 – 5.0 m) 45 (Live tree) 14 (upper 

branches) 

Willie Wagtail  Rhipidura leucophrys 1627 1 6 (sighted) 
35 ( 0.5 – 5.0 m) 45 (Live tree) 14 (upper 

branches) 

Willie Wagtail  Rhipidura leucophrys 1629 1 6 (sighted) 
35 ( 0.5 – 5.0 m) 55 (Live 

Shrub) 19 
(Overhead) 

Splendid Wren Malurus splendens 1634 2 6 (sighted) 
35 ( 0.5 – 5.0 m) 55 (live shrub) 

15 (lower 
branches) 
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Friends of Great Victoria Desert Bird Survey August  2010 SITE: MER00301     

SITE: MER 003001   Team Leader:  
Neville 
Hudson         

LOCATION: Zone 
53J E 216796  N 6842843 Latitude 28 30 623  Longitu de 132 06 394       

DATE:  29.07.2010   
Observation Time 1000 to 
1100           

Weather:  
High Strata Cumulus, Calm, 
Mild   Morning Observations            

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time Number Observed 
Method of 
Observation 

Strata 
Height 

Macro 
Habitat 

Micro 
Habitat 

Com’ent 

Chiming Wedgebill Psophodes occidentalis 1015 1 7 (heard)         

Corvid sp   1017 3 6 (sighted) 
36 (>5.0 m) 

45 (live 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches)   

Singing Honeyeater Lichenostomus virescens 1019 2 6 (sighted) 
35 (0.5m - 5m) 

45 (Live 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches)   

Mulga Parrot Psephotus varius 1022 1 6 (sighted) 
35 (0.5m - 5m) 

45 (Live 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches) Male  

Mulga Parrot Psephotus varius 1030 2 6 (sighted) 
35 (0.5 -5.0 m) 

45 (Live 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches) 

Male & 
Female 

Mulga Parrot Psephotus varius 1035 1 6 (sighted) 
35 (0.5 -5.0 m) 

44 
(Dead 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches) Male 

Black Faced 
Woodswallow 

Artamus cinereus 1035 1 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5 -5.0 m) 44(Dead 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches) 

with 
Mulga 
Parrot 

SITE: MER 003001   Team Leader: Elizabeth Lloyd         
LOCATION: Zone 
53J E 216796  N 6842843 Latitude 28 30 623  Longitude 1 32 06 394       
DATE:  28.07.2010   Observation Time:  1630 to 1515       
Weather  Fine after storm   Afternoon Observations           

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time Number Observed 
Method of 
Observation 

Strata 
Height 

Macro 
Habitat 

Micro 
Habitat   

Brown Falcon Falco berigora 1630 2 6 (sighted) 36 (>5.0 m) 44(Dead 
tree) 

53 (on) 

  

Southern Whiteface Aphelocephala leucopsis 1700 4 6 (sighted) 
35 (0.5m-5m) 

45 (live 
tree) 53 (on)   

Black Faced 
Woodswallow Artamus cinereus 1715 8 6 (sighted) 

36 (>5.0 m) 
45 (Live 
tree) 53 (on)   

White Winged Fairy 
Wren 

Melurus leucopterus 1710 2 6 (sighted) 34 ( 0.5 - 5.0 
m) 

44 
(Dead 
tree) 53 (on)   

Chiming Wedgebill Psophodes occidentalis 1700 1 7 (heard)         



 
 
Friends of Great Victoria Desert Bird Survey August  2010   SITE MER00401 

SITE: MER 004001 
Team Leader: Elizabeth 
Lloyd           

LOCATION: Zone 
53J 

E 215440  
 N 6845050 Latitude 28 29 411  Longitude 132 05 596      

DATE:  29.07.2010 Observation Time 0920 to 1020           
Weather:  Fine Morning Observations           
                

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time No.Obs 
Method of 
Observation  

Strata 
Height 

Macro 
Habitat  

Micro 
Habitat 

Black-faced 
Woodswallow 

Artamus cinereus 1000 2 6 (sighted)  34   19 
(overhead) 

Little Crow Corvus bennetti 1015 2 6 (sighted)  34   19 
(overhead) 

Willie Wagtail  
Rhipidura 
leucophrys 

920 1 6 (sighted)  35   19 
(overhead) 

                
                
                
SITE: MER 004001   Team Leader: Neville Hudson         
LOCATION: Zone 
53J 

E 215440  
 N 6845050 Latitude 28 29 411  Longitude 132 05 596     

DATE:  29.07.2010   
Observation Time: 1600 to 
1700         

Weather  Fine after storm   Afternoon Observations         

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time Number Observed 
Method of 
Observation  

Strata 
Height 

Macro 
Habitat  

Micro 
Habitat 

Black Faced 
Woodswallow 

Artamus cinereus 1616 4 6 (sighted) 36 (>5.0 m) 45 (Live 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches) 
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Friends of Great Victoria Desert Bird Survey August  2010 SITE MER00601  

SITE: MER 006001 

Team Leader: 
Neville 
Hudson             

LOCATION: Zone 53J E 220853  N 6851063 Latitude 28 26 229  Longitude 132 08 998       
DATE:  28.07.2010  Observation Time 0815 to 900          

Weather:  

Thunder a little rain in 
am. Light easterly 
breeze 

Morning 
Observations             

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time No.Obs 
Method of 
Observation Strata Height 

Macro 
Habitat 

Micro 
Habitat Comment 

Singing Honeyeater Lichenostomus virescens 820 1 6 (sighted) 
35 (0.5m – 5m) 

44 (Dead  
tree) 

14 
(upper 
branches)   

Mulga Parrot Psephotus varius 835 3 6 (sighted) 
35 (0.5m – 5m) 45 (Live tree) 

14 
(upper 
branches)   

Crested Bellbird  Oreoica gutturalis 840 1 6 (sighted)  
36 (>5.0 m) 

44 (Dead  
tree) 

14 
(upper 
branches) Male  

Southern Whiteface Aphelocephala leucopsis 841 1 6 (sighted)  
35 (0.5.m -5m) 

44 (Dead  
tree) 

14 
(upper 
branches)   

SITE: MER 006001   
Team Leader:  
Elizabeth Lloyd           

LOCATION: Zone 53J E 220853  N 6851063 Latitude 28 26 229  Longitude 132 08 998       
DATE:  29.07.2010   Observation Time: 1600 to 1700         

Weather  Fine   
Afternoon 
Observations           

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time Number 
Observed 

Method of 
Observation 

Strata Height Macro 
Habitat 

Micro 
Habitat 

Comment 

Grey Shrike Thrush Collurincla harmonica 1600 2 6 (sighted) 36 (>5.0 m) 
45 (live tree) 53 (on)   

Southern Whiteface Aphelocephala leucopsis 1605 4 6 (sighted) 36 (0.5 -5.0 m) 45 (live tree) 53 (on)   

Black Faced 
Woodswallow 

Artamus cinereus 1640 6 6 (sighted) 36 (0.5 -5.0 m)   19(overd) 
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Friends of Great Victoria  Desert Bird Survey August 2010    SITE: MER00701 
      

SITE: MER 007001 Team Leader: Elizabeth Lloyd           
LOCATION: Zone 53J E 223818 N 6849616 Latitude 28 2 7 050  Longitude 132 10 792 

  
  

DATE:  28.07.2010 Observation Time 0915 to 1015           
Weather:  Fine after rain Morning Observations           
Common Name  Scientific Name: Time Number Observed Method of 

Observation 
Strata 
Height 

Macro 
Habitat 

Micro 
Habitat 

Chiming Wedgbill Psophodes occidentalis 920 1 7 (heard)        

Singing Honeyeater Lichenostomus virescens 920 1 7 (heard)        

Brown Falcon Falco berigora 925 1 6 (sighted) 
36 (>5.0 
m) 

44 
(dead 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches) 

Mulga Parrot Psephotus varius 930 5 6 (sighted) 36 >5m)   19 
(overhead) 

Black-faced Woodswallow Artamus cinereus 932 3 6 (sighted) 36 >5m)   19 
(overhead) 

Spiny Cheeked Honeyeater Acanthagenys rufogularis 938 1 6 (sighted) 
35 (0.5-
5m) 

45 (live 
tree) 

53 (on) 

Grey Shrike Thrush Colluricincla harmonica 946 1 7 (heard)        

Crested Bellbird  Oreoica gutturalis 957 1 7 (heard)        

Mulga Parrot Psephotus varius 1005 2 6 (sighted) 34 (0.5m) 17 
(ground)  

53 (on) 

Brown Falcon Falco berigora 1030 2 6 (sighted) 36 >5m)   19 
(overhead) 

SITE: MER 007001   Team Leader: Neville Hudson         
LOCATION: Zone 53J E 223818 N 6849616 Latitude 28 2 7 050  Longitude 132 10 792 

  
  

DATE:  29.07.2010   Observation Time: 1600 to 1700         

Weather  Fine   Afternoon Observations         

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time Number Observed 
Method of 
Observation 

Strata 
Height 

Macro 
Habitat 

Micro 
Habitat 

Mulga Parrot Psephotus varius 1626 6 6 (sighted) 36 (>5.0 
m) 

45 (live 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches) 

Grey Shrike Thrush Collurinicla harmonica 1630 1 6 (sighted) 36 (>5.0 
m) 

45 (live 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches) 

Brown Falcon Falco berigora 1633 1 6 (sighted) 36 >5m) 
  

19 
(overhead) 

Black Faced Woodswallow Artamus cinereus 1638 1 6 (sighted) 36 >5m) 
  

19 
(overhead) 

White Backed Swallow Cheramoeca leucosternus 1642 3 6 (sighted) 36 >5m)   19 
(overhead) 



 
 
Friends of Great Victoria Desert Bird Survey August  2010 

    
SITE: TAL01302 
      

SITE: TAL 01302 
Team Leader:  
Elizabeth Lloyd           

LOCATION: Zone 53J  E 333600 N 6785700 Latitude 29 02 794  Longitude 13 3 17 426   

DATE:  03.08.2010 
Observation Time 0850 to 
0950           

Weather:  Fine, very cold  Morning Observations           
                

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time No.Obs 
Method of 
Observation  

Strata 
Height 

Macro 
Habitat  

Micro 
Habitat 

Chiming Wedgbill Psophodes occidentalis 900 1 7 (heard)        

Singing Honeyeater 
Lichenostomus 
virescens 900 1 7 (heard)        

                
                
                
                
                
SITE: TAL01302 Team Leader: Neville Hudson           
LOCATION: Zone 53J  E 333600 N 6785700 Latitude 29 02 794  Longitude 13 3 17 426   

DATE:  03.08.2010 
Observation Time: 
 1615 to 1715           

Weather  Clear Sky, mild, calm Afternoon Observatio ns           

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time 
Number 

Observed 
Method of 
Observation  

Strata 
Height 

Macro 
Habitat  

Micro 
Habitat 

No birds recorded               
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Friends of Great Victoria Desert Bird Survey August 2010 
  

SITE: TAL02601 
  

SITE: TAL 02601 
Team Leader: 
 Elizabeth Lloyd           

LOCATION: Zone 53J E 333100 N 6787500 Latitude 29 0 1 789 Longitude 133 17 165   

DATE:  03.08.2010 
Observation Time:  
1615 to 1715           

Weather:  Fine Afternoon Observations           

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time Number Observed 
Method of 
Observation 

Strata 
Height 

Macro 
Habitat  

Micro 
Habitat 

Inland Thornbill Acanthiza apicalis 1620 2 6 (sighted)  35 (0.5m -
5m) 

45 (live 
tree) 53 (on) 

SITE: TAL02601   
Team Leader: 
 Neville Hudson         

LOCATION: Zone 53J E 333100 N 6787500 Latitude 29 0 1 789 Longitude 133 17 165   

DATE:  03.08.2010   
Observation Time:  
0745 to 0845         

Weather  Clear sky, mild, calm   Morning Observatio ns         
Common Name  Scientific Name: Time Number Observed Method of 

Observation 
Strata 
Height 

Macro 
Habitat  

Micro 
Habitat 

Mulga Parrot Psephotus varius 750 2 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 
5m)  

45 (live 
tree) 

14 
(upper 
branches) 

White Browed Babbler 
Pomatostomus 
superciliosus 751 5 6 (sighted) 

34 <0.5 m) 
55 (live 
shrub) 

15 
(lower 
branches) 

Chestnut Rumped 
Thornbill 

Acanthiza uropygialis 759 8 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 
5m)  

55 (live 
shrub) 

15 
(lower 
branches) 

Galah Eolophus roseicapilla 759 2 6 (sighted) 
36 (>5m)   

19 (over 
head) 

Crested Pigeon Ocyphaps lophotes 804 3 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 
5m)  

45 (live 
tree) 

14 
(upper 
branches) 

Chiming Wedgebill Psophodes occidentalis 825 2 6 (sighted) 34 <0.5 m) 56 (dead 
shrub) 

15 
(lower 
branches) 
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Friends of Great Victoria Desert Bird Survey August 2010 SITE: TAL03101 Page 1   

SITE: TAL 031001 
Team Leader:  
Elizabeth Lloyd             

LOCATION: Zone 53J E 328300 N 6788300 Latitude 29 0 1 317 Longitude 133 14 216 
  

    

DATE:  02.08.2010 
Observation Time 0730 to 
0830             

Weather:  Fine  Morning Observations             

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time 
Number 

Observed 
Method of 
Observation  

Strata 
Height 

Macro 
Habitat  

Micro 
Habitat Comment 

Crested Bellbird  Oreoica gutturalis 735 1 7 (heard)          
Chiming Wedgbill Psophodes occidentalis 740 1 7 (heard)          

Rufous Whistler  
Pachycephala 
rufiventris 740 1 7 (heard)          

Crested Pigeons Ocyphaps lophotes 740 2 6 (sighted) 36 (>5.0 m) 56 (dead 
shrub) 53 (on)   

Grey Shrike Thrush Colluricincla harmonica 745 1 7 (heard)          

Singing Honeyeater 
Lichenostomus 
virescens 750 1 7 (heard)          

White Browed Babbler 
Pomatostomus 
superciliosus 

830 2 6 (sighted) 34 <0.5 m) 17 
(ground) 53 (on) In feeding 

party 

Chestnut Quail thrush Cinclosoma castanotus 830 2 6 (sighted) 34 <0.5 m) 17 
(ground) 53 (on) In feeding 

party 

Crested Bellbird  Oreoica gutturalis 830 1 6 (sighted) 34 <0.5 m) 17 
(ground) 53 (on) In feeding 

party 
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Friends of Great Victoria Desert Bird Survey August 2010 SITE: TAL03101 

  
Page 2   

SITE: TAL031001   Team Leader: Neville Hudson         
LOCATION: Zone 53J E 328300 N 6788300 Latitude  29 01 317 Longitude 133 14 216 

    

DATE:  03.08.2010   
Observation Time: 
 1615 to 1715         

Weather  Clear Sky, mild, calm   Afternoon Observat ions         

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time Number Observed 
Method of 
Observation  

Strata 
Height 

Macro 
Habitat 

Micro 
Habitat 

Red Capped Robin Petroica goodenovii 1621 1 7 (heard)        

White Browed Babbler 
Pomatostomus 
superciliosus 1622 7 6 (sighted) 34 <0.5 m) 55 (live 

shrub) 

14 
(upper 
branches) 

Southern Whiteface 
Aphelocephala 
leucopsis 

1623 3 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 
5m)  

55 (live 
shrub) 

59 
(amongst 
foliage) 

Splendid Fairy Wren Malurus splendens 1649 1 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 
5m)  

45 (live 
tree) 

14 
(upper 
branches) 

Chiming Wedgbill Psophodes occidentalis 1650 1 6 (sighted) 34 <0.5 m) 49 
(herb/forbs) 

58 
(around 
edge) 

Ringnecked Parrot  Barnardius zonarius 1654 2 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 
5m)  

45 (live 
tree) 

14 
(upper 
branches) 

Crested Pigeon Ocyphaps lophotes 1657 1 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 
5m)  

44 (dead 
tree) 

14 
(upper 
branches) 

Splended Fairy Wren Malurus splendens 1659 1 6 (sighted) 34 <0.5 m) 55 (live 
shrub) 

15 
(lower 
branches) 

Southern Whiteface 
Aphelocephala 
leucopsis 

1704 3 6 (sighted) 34 <0.5 m) 56 (dead 
shrub) 

58 
(around 
edge) 

Southern Whiteface 
Aphelocephala 
leucopsis 1704 1 6 (sighted) 35 (>5 m) 44 (dead 

tree) 

14 
(upper 
branches) 

Yellow Throated Miner Manorina flavigula 1714 11 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 
5m)  

45 (live 
tree) 

14 
(upper 
branches) 

Grey Butcherbird Cracticus torquatus 1715 1 7 (heard)        
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Friends of Great Victoria Desert Bird Survey August 2010   SITE: TAL03701     

SITE: TAL 037001 
Team Leader:  
Elizabeth Lloyd           

LOCATION: Zone 53J E 341100 N 6787400 Latitude 29 0 1 904 Longitude 133 22 092 
  

  

DATE:  02.08.2010 
Observation Time: 
 1615 to 1715           

Weather:  
Fine, clear skies, 
calm  Afternoon Observations           

                

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time No.Obs 
Method of 
Observation  

Strata 
Height 

Macro 
Habitat 

Micro 
Habitat 

Singing Honeyeater 
Lichenostomus 
virescens 1630 1 7 (heard)        

Red Capped Robin Petroica goodenovii 1645 1 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 
5m)  

44 (dead 
tree) 53 (on) 

Chestnut Rumped 
Thornbill 

Acanthiza urodygialis 1650 2 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 
5m)  

44 (dead 
tree) 53 (on) 

Southern Whiteface Aphelocephala 
leucopsis 

1623 3 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 
5m)  

44 (dead 
tree) 53 (on) 

Inland Thornbill Acanthiza uapicalis 1700 2 6 (sighted) 34 (<0.5m) 17(ground) 53 (on) 
Chestnut Rumped 
Thornbill 

Acanthiza urodygialis 1700 4 6 (sighted) 34 (<0.5m) 17(ground) 53 (on) 

Singing Honeyeater Lichenostomus 
virescens 

1705 1 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 
5m)  

44 (dead 
tree) 53 (on) 

Splendid Fairy Wren Malurus splendens 1710 1 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 
5m)  

44 (dead 
tree) 53 (on) 

Red Capped Robin Petroica goodenovii 1710 1 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 
5m)  

44 (dead 
tree) 53 (on) 

Chestnut Rumped 
Thornbill 

Acanthiza urodygialis 1715 1 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 
5m)  

45 (live 
tree) 53 (on) 
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Friends of Great Victoria Desert Bird Survey August 2010 

  
SITE: TAL03701 
        

SITE: TAL03701   Team Leader: Neville Hudson           
LOCATION: Zone 53J E 341100 N 6787400 Latitude  29 01 904 Longitude 133 22 092 

  
    

DATE:  03.08.2010   
Observation Time:  
0900 to 1000           

Weather  Clear Sky, mild, calm   Morning Observatio ns           

Common Name  Scientific Name: Time Number Observed 
Method of 
Observation  

Strata 
Height 

Macro 
Habitat  

Micro 
Habitat  Comment  

Yellow Throated Miner Manorina flavigula 910 3 6 (sighted)         

Chestnut Quail Thrush Cinclosoma 
castanotus 

916 1 6 (sighted) 34 <0.5 
m) 

17 
(ground) 53 (on)   

Chestnut Quail Thrush Cinclosoma 
castanotus 

917 1 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 
5m)  

44 
(dead 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches)   

Chestnut Quail Thrush Cinclosoma 
castanotus 917 1 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 

5m)  
45 (live 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches)   

Splended Fairy Wren Malurus splendens 925 1 6 (sighted) 34 <0.5 
m) 

55 (live 
shrub) 

15 (lower 
branches)   

White Browed Babbler 
Pomatostomus 
superciliosus 

925 3 6 (sighted) 34 <0.5 
m) 

55 (live 
shrub) 

15 (lower 
branches)   

Crested Bellbird Oreoica gutturalis 930 2 6 (sighted) 34 <0.5 
m) 

55 (live 
shrub) 

15 (lower 
branches) 

male & 
female 

Red Capped Robin Petroica goodenovii 930 2 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 
5m)  

55 (live 
shrub) 

15 (lower 
branches)   

Mulga Parrot Psephotus varius 941 2 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 
5m)  

45 (live 
tree) 

14 (upper 
branches) 

male & 
female 

Chestnut rumped 
Thornbill Acanthiza uropygialis 942 3 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 

5m)  
55 (live 
shrub) 

15 (lower 
branches)   

Southern Whiteface 
Aphelocephala 
leucopsis 945 2 6 (sighted) 34 <0.5 

m) 
17 
(ground) 53 (on)   

Willie Wagtail  Rhipidura leucophrys 1005 1 6 (sighted) 35 (0.5m - 
5m)  

55 (live 
shrub) 

15 (lower 
branches)   
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2. 

 
FRIENDS OF THE GREAT VICTORIA DESERT PARKS 

FIELD TRIP 2010 
 

Maralinga to Emu, the Lake Meramangye area and Tallaringa Conservation  Park  
 

OPPORTUNISTIC BIRD SITINGS 2010 
 

Methodolgy.  
In late July early August 2010 The Friends of the Great Victoria Desert Parks conducted a field trip to carry out 
a variety of Fauna and Flora Surveys along the Maralinga to Emu Road, around the Lake Meramangye and in 
the Tallaringa Conservation Park. When the opportunity arose or when there was a particular bird, or group of 
birds of interest, a recording of the observation was made. These record were made using the Opportune 
Records Book C from the Biological Survey and Monitoring Group, DENR, South Australia 
 
 
Observations. 
Opportunistic observations were recorded at 18 sites between the 25th July and 3rd August 2010. 
The most interesting sightings were a Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus), White Winged Triller (Lalage 
sueurii) and White-browed Treecreeper (Climacteris affinis) north west of Lake Meramangye. 
At a site near Tallaringa Well eight species of birds were located within a small area. Here there was a greater 
diversity of vegetation than at any of the previous sites visited.  
A table showing all the Opportunistic Sightings and the eighteen completed site records accompany this report. 
 
Recommendations. 
The quality of the information gathered would be enhanced if volunteers were given more assistance. Help with 
knowing how to describe the type of vegetation and the landscape where the birds were seen would result in 
improved records.  
Most members of the survey teams have some knowledge of the vegetation types but require help with 
describing it in a way that is succinct and meaningful to those who will interpret the data. It is recommended 
that a data collecting sheet with reference examples is created and made available for the volunteers. 
Information about the location, weather, vegetation and landscape would then be recorded efficiently.  
This could then be transferred to the forms in the Opportune Records Book  C and would create a source of data 
to help with the Friends of the Great Victoria Desert Field Trip Report and other interested bodies. 
 
The recording of opportunistic sightings should be given a greater emphasis in future and there should be a 
more formal adoption of the Birds Australia methodology to record bird sightings.     
 
The Opportunistic Records for the 2010 field trip were submitted by Elizabeth Lloyd and Neville Hudson. 
 
Neville Hudson  
Friends of the Great Victoria Desert Parks. 
Bird Survey Convener 2010.   
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Opportunistic Record 
      
Date: 25.07.2010 (01)     
Observer:  Elizabeth Lloyd     
Zone:  52J     
Easting: 207791 Northing:  6792369 
Reliability 0m - 5 m     
Locn Datum: WGS 84     
Locn Method: GPS     

Location 
description: 

41 mks SW of Emu 
in Great Victoria 
Desert     

Habitat: 
Open woodland of 
acacia and casurina      

Comments:       
Species:   Method # 
Common Name Scientific Name     
Red capped Robin  Petroica goodenovii 6 1 

Southern 
Whiteface 

Aphelocephala 
leucopsis 6 5 

 
 
Opportunistic Record 
      
Date: 25.07.2010 (02)     
Observer:  Elizabeth Lloyd     
Zone:  53J     
Easting: 208378 Northing: 6791252 
Reliability 0m - 5 m     
Locn Datum: WGS 84     
Locn Method: GPS     

Location 
description: 

Approximately 
30 kilometres 
south of Emu 
Junction in 
GVD     

Habitat: 
Black oak & 
acacia along 
dry creek bed.     

Comments: 

Observed in 
black oaks near 
salt chenopod 
plain near site 
OBH 00101     

Species:   Method # 

Common Name 
Scientific 
Name     

Mulga Parrot 
Psephotus 
varius 6 6 
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Opportunistic Record 
      
Date: 25.07.2010 (03)     
Observer:  Elizabeth Lloyd     
Zone:  52J     
Easting: 207807 Northing: 6792387 
Reliability 0m - 5 m     
Locn Datum: WGS 84     
Locn Method: GPS     

Location 
description: 

Off road from Maralinga to Emu 6 kms 
sout west of Observation Hill     

Habitat: Open woodland on limestone swales and 
sand dunes. On western side of dry lake 
bed. 

    

Comments: 
Clear sky, Cool afternoon, Calm day, 
generally dry conditions     

Species:   Method # 
Common Name Scientific Name     

Southern Whiteface Aphelocephala leucopsis 6 5 
Red Capped Robin Petrocia goodenovii 6 1 
Chiming Wedgebill Psophodes occidentalis 6 3 

 
Opportunistic Record 
      
Date: 25.07.2010 (04)     
Observer:  Elizabeth Lloyd     
Zone:  53J     
Easting: 790260 Northing: 6776321 
Reliability 0m - 5 m     
Locn Datum: WGS 84     
Locn Method: GPS     

Location 
description: 

Maralinga -Emu track approximately 17kms 
south of Observation Hill     

Habitat: Chenopod shrubland. Dry conditions. Very few 
annuals flowering 

    

Comments: 
Clear sky, Cool afternoon, Calm day, generally 
dry conditions     

Species:   Method # 
Common Name Scientific Name     
Brown falcon Falcon berigora 6 1 
Black-faced 
Woodswallow 

Artamus cinereus 6 6 

 
 

Page 25 
 



 
Opportunistic Record 
      
Date: 26.07.2010 (01)     
Observer:  Elizabeth Lloyd     
Zone:  53J     
Easting: 210271 Northing:  6787857 
Reliability 0m - 5 m     
Locn Datum: WGS 84     
Locn Method: GPS     

Location 
description: 

On a side road to the 
west of Maralinga to 
Emu Track.     

Habitat: 

Low chenopod/saltbush 
shrubland. 

    

Comments: 
Clear sky, Calm 
conditions     

Species:   Method # 
Common Name Scientific Name     
Brown falcon Falcon berigora 6 1 

 
 
Opportunistic Record 
      
Date: 27 07.2010 (1)     
Observer:  Elizabeth Lloyd     
Zone:  53J     
Easting: 225585 Northing:  6797755 
Reliability 0m - 5 m     
Locn Datum: WGS 84     
Locn Method: GPS     

Location 
description: 

Approx 10 mkms 
north of 
Observation Hill 
on Maralinga to 
Emu Track     

Habitat: 

Very open 
woodland mulga 
saltbush sand 
dunes and 
swales     

Comments: 
Cool/cold wind, 
clear sky.     

Species:   Method # 
Common Name Scientific Name     

White Backed 
Swallow 

Cheramoeca 
leucosternus 6 2 
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Opportunistic Record 
      
Date: 28 07.2010 (1)     
Observer:  Elizabeth Lloyd     
Zone:  53J     
Easting: 214344 Northing:  6846904 
Reliability 0m - 5 m     
Locn Datum: WGS 84     
Locn Method: GPS     

Location description: 

Approx 28 kms 
north west of Emu. 
NW side of Lake 
Meramangye.     

Habitat: 

Very open 
woodland mulga 
saltbush sand 
dunes and broad 
(wide) swales     

Comments:       
Species:   Method # 
Common Name Scientific Name     
Brown Falcon Falco berigora 6 1 

 
 
Opportunistic Record 
      
Date: 29.07.2010 (01)     
Observer:  Elizabeth Lloyd     
Zone:  53J     
Easting: 215442 Northing:  6845051 
Reliability 0m - 5 m     
Locn Datum: WGS 84     
Locn Method: GPS     

Location description: 

Approximately 28 
kms north west of 
Emu on NW side of 
Lake Maramangye.     

Habitat: 

Very open 
woodland; mulga, 
saltbsuh with sand 
dunes and broad 
Swales     

Comments:       
Species:   Method # 
Common Name Scientific Name     
Mulga Parrot Psephotus varius 6 6 

Hooded Robin 
Melanodryas 
culcullata 6 1 

Willie Wagtail 
Rhipidura 
leucophrys 6 1 

Blackfaced 
Woodswallow Artamus cinereus 6 7 
Little crow Corvus bennetti 6 1 
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Opportunistic Record 
      
Date: 29.07.2010 (02)     
Observer:  Elizabeth Lloyd     
Zone:  53J     
Easting: 219017 Northing:  6850263 
Reliability 0m - 5 m     
Locn Datum: WGS 84     
Locn Method: GPS     

Location 
description: 

North of Lake 
Meramangye 27 
kms north west of 
Emu (Great 
Victoria Desert)      

Habitat: 

Very open 
woodland mulga 
saltbush      

Comments: 

Sitting on dead 
branch at the top 
of a tall mainly 
dead tree.     

Species:   Method # 
Common Name Scientific Name     
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 6 1 

 
Opportunistic Record 
      
Date: 29.07.2010 (03)     
Observer:  Elizabeth Lloyd     
Zone:  53J     
Easting: 216374 Northing:  6848937 
Reliability 0m - 5 m     
Locn Datum: WGS 84     
Locn Method: GPS     
Location description: Approximately 27 kms 

north west of Emu on NW 
side of Lake Meramangye. 

    

Habitat: Very open woodland; with 
chenopod, Acaia anera 
and other acacias and 
blackoak (Casuarina 
pauper.) 

    

Comments: 
Sunny calm morning. 
Recent thunderstorm     

Species:   Method # 
Common Name Scientific Name     
Whitebrowed 
Treecreeper Climacteris affins 6 1 
White winged Triller Lalage sueurii 6 1 

Southern Whiteface Aphelochephala leucopsis 6 3 
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Opportunistic Record 
        
Date: 31.07.2010 (01)       
Observer:  Neville Hudson       
Zone:  53J       
Easting: 317629 Northing:  6792547   
Reliability 0m - 5 m       
Locn Datum: WGS 84       
Locn Method: GPS       

Location 
description: 

West of Tallagringa Well 
on Anne Beadell 
Highway       

Habitat: 
Thicket of shrubs and 
mulga.        

Comments:  A gathering of birds in a 
more lush vegetation 
area than the general 
surrounding country. 
Low lying area that 
gathers moisture from 
local run off. 
Observations between 
1415 & 1445 hrs       

Species:   Method #   
Common Name Scientific Name       
Zebra Finch Taeniopygia guttata 6 2   
Crested Bellbird Oreioca gutturalis 6 1 male 
Splendid Fairy Wren Malurus splendens 6 6 2 coloured  
Red Capped Robin Petroica goodenovii 6 1 male 
Nankeen Kestrel Falco cenchroides 6 1   

 

Opportunistic Record       
Date: 31.07.2010 (02)      
Observer:  Neville Hudson       
Zone:  53J       
Easting: 318821 Northing:  6792249   
Reliability 0m - 5 m       
Locn Datum: WGS 84       
Locn Method: GPS       
Location 
description: 

West of Tallagringa Well on 
Anne Beadell Highway 

    

Habitat: Open Woodland       

Comments: 
1445 hours in 
calm weather       

Species:   Method #   
Common Name Scientific Name       
Rufous Whistler Pachycephala 

rufiventris 6 1   

White-browed 
Babbler 

Pomatostomus 
superciliosus 6 6   

Red Capped Robin 
Petroica 
goodenovii 6 1 male 
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Opportunistic Record 
        
Date: 31.07.2010 (03)       
Observer:  Elizabeth Lloyd       
Zone:  53J       
Easting: 305354 Northing:  6795558   
Reliability 0m - 5 m       
Locn Datum: WGS 84       
Locn Method: GPS       
Location 
description: 

On Anne Beadell Highway 
Road Western border of 
Tallaringa Conservation Park.  

  

    

Habitat: Open woodland.        

Comments: 

Generally dry 
conditions with 
evidence of some 
localized rainfall.       

Species:   Method #   
Common Name Scientific Name       

Red Capped 
Robin 

Petroica 
goodenovii 6 1 male 

Inland Thornbill Acanthiza apicalis 6 1   
Crested Bellbird Oreioca gutturalis 6 2   

Chiming wedgebill 
Psophodes 
occidentalis 7     

 
Opportunistic Record 
      
Date: 01.08.2010 (01   

Observer:  Neville Hudson     
Zone:  53J     
Easting: 327895 Northing:  6788582 
Reliability 0m - 5 m     
Locn Datum: WGS 84     
Locn Method: GPS     

Location 
description: 

5 kms west of 
Tallaringa Well 
on road to Emu     

Habitat: 
Arid woodland 
acacia & gevillea, 
Dry conditions      

Comments: 

Male mistletoe 
bird calling from 
dead branch 
adjacent 
mistletoe in 
nearby tree.     

Species:   Method # 
Common Name Scientific Name     

Mistletoe Bird Dicaeum 
hirundinaceum 6 1 
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Opportunistic Record 
      

Date: 
02.08.2010 (01) 

    
Observer:  Neville Hudson     
Zone:  53J     
Easting: 327896 Northing: 6788581 
Reliability 0m - 5 m     
Locn Datum: WGS 84     
Locn Method: GPS     

Location 
description: 

5 kms west of 
Tallaringa Well on 
road to Emu     

Habitat: 
Arid woodland of 
acacia, grevillea 
and some 
eremophila      

Comments: No flowering 
plants obvious 
except mistletoe 

    

Species:   Method # 
Common Name Scientific Name     

Singing Honeyeater 
Lichenostomus 
virescens 6 1 

Chiming wedgebill 
Psophodes 
occidentalis 6 1 

Grey Shrike Thrush 
Colluricincla 
harmonica 6 2 

 
Opportunistic Record 
      
Date: 02.08.2010 (02)     
Observer:  Neville Hudson     
Zone:  53J     
Easting: 332074 Northing:  6787659 
Reliability 0m - 5 m     
Locn Datum: WGS 84     
Locn Method: GPS     

Location description: 

3 kms west of 
Tallaringa Well on 
road to Emu     

Habitat: Sand plain swale. 
Dry conditions      

Comments:       
Species:   Method # 
Common Name Scientific Name     

Willie Wagtail 
Rhipidura 
leucophrys 6 1 

 
 
 

Page 31 
 



Opportunistic Record       
Date: 03 08.2010 (01)       
Observer:  Elizabeth Lloyd       
Zone:  53J       
Easting: 333526 Northing: 6785630   
Reliability 0m - 5 m       
Locn Datum: WGS 84       
Locn Method: GPS       
Locn description: Approx 2 kms south of Tallaringa Well  
Habitat: Open shrubland with sand dune. Myoporum with some stands of 

desert oak. Potential nesting sites. 

Comments:    
Species:   Method #  Comment 

Common Name 
Scientific 
Name       

Blue Bonnet Parrot Northiella 
haematogaster 6 3   

Mulga Parrot 
Psephotus 
varius 6 5   

Hooded Robin 
Melanodryas 
cucullatta 6 2 pair 

Blackfaced 
Woodswallows 

Artamus 
cinereus 6 7   

Rufous Whistler Pachycephala 
rufiventris 

6 1 male 

Grey Shrike 
Thrush 

Collurcincla 
harmonica 6 1   

Singing 
Honeyeater 

Lichenostomus 
virescens 6 1   

White Browed 
Babbler 

Pomatostomus 
superciliosus 6 8   

 

Opportunistic Record     
Date: 03.08.2010 (02)    
Observer:  Elizabeth Lloyd     
Zone:  53J     
Easting: 333019 Northing:  6787937 
Reliability 0m - 5 m     
Location 
Datum: WGS 84     
Location 
Method: GPS     
Location 
description: 

Adjacent the Tallaringa Well in Tallaringa Conservation Park 

Habitat: Acacia and low- medium shrubs, some dry ephemeral grasses. 
Comments: Calm weather, clear skies. 
Species:   Method # 
Common Name Scientific Name     
Wedge-tailed 
Eagle 

Aquila audax 6 1 

Splendid fairy 
wren 

Malurus splendens 6 6 

Inland thornbill Acanthiza apicalis 6 3 

Chestnt rumped 
Thornbill 

Acanthiza uropygialis 6 2 



 
3. 
 

FRIENDS OF THE GREAT VICTORIA DESERT PARKS  
FIELD TRIP 2010 

 

Opportunistic Animal Scat Survey 2010 
 

Maralinga to Emu, the Lake Meramangye area and Tallaringa Conservation  Park 

 
Methodolgy.  
In late July early August 2010 The Friends of the Great Victoria Desert Parks conducted a field trip to carry out 
a variety of Fauna and Flora Surveys along the Maralinga to Emu Road, around Lake Meramangye and in the 
Tallaringa Conservation Park. A collection of ten animal scats was collected. The scats were thought to be 
predator scats (fox, dingo, dog or cat) and an analysis of the scats could assist with determining the presence of 
native mammals. GPS coordinates for the positions from which the scats were collected were recorded. The 
scats were collected in purpose made small brown paper bags supplied by the Biological Survey and Monitoring 
Group, DENR, South Australia. Care was taken to not touch the scat when picking up the scat to avoid disease. 
The scats were sent to Barbara Triggs for analysis.  
Results. 
Three of the scats were found to be from herbivorous macropods not carnivorous predators. One was from a 
Red Kangaroo (Macropus rufus) and two from Euro (Macropus robustus).  
All but one of the predator scats contained evidence of the European rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus). In one of 
the fox scats there was definite evidence of a native mouse (genus Pseudomys). Barbara Triggs considered it to 
probably be a Sandy Inland Mouse (Pseudomys hermannsburgensis). In another scat from a fox or cat there was 
definite evidence of a marsupial mole (Notorcytes typhlops). 

A table showing the results of the analysis of the ten scats is shown below. 

Recommendations. 
In future Field Trips more emphasis should be given to collecting scats. 
To help field trip participants learn to identify scats more carefully a photograph of each scat should be taken 

and recorded with its GPS coordinates so that a comparison can be made when the analysis has been made. 
There should be financial provision made to cover the cost to have the analyses. This could be covered by 

applying for an appropriate grant.  
Neville Hudson  
Friends of the Great Victoria Desert Parks.   
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Date   Site Zone Easting Northing Anaylser Scat ID 
Mammal ID  
-Definite 

Mammal ID - 
Probable 
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FRIENDS OF THE GREAT VICTORIA DESERT PARKS  
FIELD TRIP 2010 

       Opportunistic Reptile Survey 2010 
Methodolgy.  
In late July early August 2010 The Friends of the Great Victoria Desert Parks conducted a field trip to carry out 
a variety of Fauna and Flora Surveys along the Maralinga to Emu Road, around Lake Meramangye and in the 
Tallaringa Conservation Park.  
No specific technique was employed to search for reptiles but three opportune observations were made.  
Results. 
Ringed Brown Snake, Pseudonaja modesta. Fifty three kilometers west of the Tallaringa Well on the Anne 
Beadell Highway a Ringed Brown Snake was found crawling away from under a vehicle stopped at the side of 
the road. It was considered that the vibrations caused by the motor running had disturbed the snake. 
Beaked Gecko, Rhynchoedura ornata, and Beaded Gecko, Lucasium damaeum, were found in the sand dune 
country in the Tallaringa Conservation Park about five kilometres west of the Tallaringa Well. Both geckos 
were discovered in the sand disturbed by people at the campsite.  
Comment/Recommendations. 
During the last week of July and early August not many reptile observations were expected. The observations 

that were made were due to the disturbance of the creatures by our presence. Fortunately a photographic record 
was made of them and identification of the relatively common reptiles is considered accurate. 
Field trips conducted by The Friends of the Great Victoria Desert Parks do not have the resources and expertise 

to carry out comprehensive reptile surveys but opportunistic observations can contribute to a better understanding 
of their distribution and habitat requirements. While exercising appropriate care, observers are encouraged to take 
photos that will aid identification and if possible field notes. However, be aware that identification in some cases 
cannot be made without extremely close, in the hand, examination. 
Reptiles of special interest include Great Desert Skink or Tjakara, Egernia kintorei, and the dangerously 

venomous Desert Death Adder, Acanthophis pyrrhus. 

 
Beaded Gecko, Lucasium damaeum 

         

Beaked Gecko, Rhynchoedura ornata 

 
 

                                                        

Ringed Brown Snake, 
 Pseudonaja modesta.  

   
 
Neville Hudson, Friends of the Great Victoria Desert Parks. 
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