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Field Trip Report

31 August to 13 September 2008

OBJECTIVES

The prime objective of this field trip was to carry out rigorous vegetation surveys to produce high quality data for the Environmental Database of SA (EDBSA), strictly adhering to Biological Survey of SA methodology
.

Additional objectives were bird and invertebrate recording, seed collection, and the correction of information provided for our interpretative trail.

We were also keen to consolidate our links with the Oak Valley community and the Department of Environment and Heritage rangers.

OUTCOMES
These objectives and some additional outcomes were achieved.  More specifically:

1. Five one-hectare quadrats in the Mamungari Conservation Park were surveyed, three south of Voakes Hill Corner and two near the Serpentine Lakes.  A full day was allowed for each quadrat, using a team approach.  The logistics team set up the quadrat and a shady base camp, the collection and survey team recorded every plant on the site, the recording team vouchered the specimens and filled out the data sheets and the logistics team cleaned up.

2. New site photos were taken at specified photopoints on over 70 existing quadrats in and around the Mamungari Conservation Park.

3. Bird species were recorded at the vegetation quadrats and opportunistically.

4. Ants were collected from micro-pit lines established at the two major camp sites.

5. Seeds of several desert species were collected for the Arid Lands Botanic Garden at Port Augusta. 

6. A stand of the rare Eucalyptus wyolensis was located and photographed.  Specimens were vouchered for the State Herbarium.

7. The seven interpretive posts along the Anne Beadell Highway were located, their co-ordinates checked and the descriptions of the surrounding vegetation on the Friends’ Information Sheet were brought up to date.

8. Links with those who care for the Mamungari Conservation Park were consolidated.  Rangers Robbie Sleep and Tammy Cox from Ceduna were able to join us for two days, providing valuable information and guidance on a number of issues.  At Oak Valley, we had productive discussions with community leader Chris Dodd.

9. Extensive mining company activity was noted just south of Mamungari.  Several newly-bulldozed tracks were in evidence and at least one camp had been set up.

COMMENT

Friends of the Great Victoria Desert Parks is a volunteer group affiliated with Friends of Parks Inc and operating under a memorandum of understanding with the South Australian Department for Environment and Heritage (DEH). We are supported by district rangers in Ceduna and Port Augusta, and our activities are planned with them and approved by the traditional owners of the area.

Twelve members in six private vehicles participated in this field trip, travelling around two thousand kilometres from Ceduna to Ceduna, plus travel to and from home.  For DEH accountability purposes, we estimate that the participants contributed 2200 hours of voluntary labour to this field trip, including travel and planning time.

No major difficulties were encountered.  All participants had thoroughly prepared their vehicles, communications were effective and there were no health problems or reportable injuries.  Towards the end of the trip, the weather became a little too warm and a recommendation on the timing of future trips appears below.

The cost of travel to the area was a major issue.  A Volunteer Support Grant was sought for assistance with fuel costs and $2,500 was provided.  As previous applications for fuel costs had been unsuccessful, members were very appreciative of this grant.  The amount was most welcome, but it must be borne in mind that it covered less than 50% of members’ fuel costs for this trip.  The GVD is a huge area covering several parks, so vegetation surveys and other work in parks closer to Ceduna could be considered for future years.

We found the Mamungari Conservation Park in reasonable condition.  A good number of the smaller plants were dead or in poor health, but the larger trees and shrubs appeared to be doing well.  Weed infestation remains very low, although some Ward’s weed (Carrichtera annua) was detected at Voakes Hill Corner.  There was very little rubbish in evidence.  Compared with previous years, the number of travellers we met along the Anne Beadell Highway was small.  

Numerous very new tracks have been bulldozed immediately south of the park in the Voakes Hill Track area.  A mining camp has been established in the same vicinity.  It was noted with concern that all these tracks had been bulldozed “blade-down”, that is, all the vegetation had been removed for at least two vehicle-widths, making substantial inroads on this previously undisturbed area.   The new tracks extend for many kilometres.  Two vehicles which were thought to be mining vehicles were noted within the park.  While it is assumed that they were travelling through with the appropriate permits, their presence suggested the need for more regular ranger patrols in Mamungari.

The Ceduna rangers indicated that substantial biosurvey work is being conducted in the GVD area by the Alinytjara Wilurara Natural Resources Management Board.  It was suggested that Ceduna-based Sophie Keen be contacted regarding contributions the Friends could make to this work.  By chance, we met Sophie at Nundroo while returning to Ceduna and she would be pleased to discuss this.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Two sets of recommendations appear below – one set for our future field trips and a  further set for consideration by DEH and the Mamungari Management Board.  This second set is offered in a spirit of cooperation and partnership.  It is not a list of ‘demands’.

Recommendations for Friends of the GVD Field Trips

1. That the Friends replace the term ‘working bee’ with ‘field trip’.

2. That future field trips are held no later than August.

3. That bulk copies of the current edition of our Information Sheet, Bird List and other publications are placed in the boxes at Voakes Hill Corner and Serpentine Lakes on all field trips to Mamungari Conservation Park.

4. That we investigate vegetation survey work in the closer GVD parks, ie Yumbarrra, Pureba and Yellabinna.

5. That direct contact with the Oak Valley community is maintained and that copies of correspondence to the Maralinga Tjarutja Ceduna office are sent to the Chairperson, Maralinga Tjarutja, Oak Valley.

6. That the bulldozing of new mining tracks adjacent to the Mamungari Conservation Park is raised with  Primary Industries and Resources SA (PIRSA) with a view to possible monitoring by the Friends and the eventual rehabilitation of the disturbed areas.

7. That images of all or most plant and reptile species found in the GVD parks be placed on the Friends website.

8. That the Friends contact Sophie Keen of the Alinytjara Wilurara Natural Resources Management Board regarding ways in which we could assist the Board in conducting biological surveys in the GVD.

Recommendations to DEH and the Mamungari Management Board

1. That the impacts of mining exploration around the Mamungari Conservation Park are monitored in collaboration with PIRSA and that appropriate rehabilitation of the area is undertaken.

2. That the DEH budget for Mamungari be increased to allow more frequent patrolling of the area by rangers.

3. That, in collaboration with the Friends, interpretative signage is  developed and installed along the Anne Beadell Highway.

4. That the high cost to volunteers of travel to the GVD continues to be offset by DEH grants for approved projects.

Report Author:

Bill Dowling, President, Friends of the Great Victoria Desert Parks

November 2008

� Department of Housing and Urban Development  Guide to a Native Vegetation Survey, Using the Biological Survey of South Australia  South Australia, 1997.
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